CHANGED   FRANCE
itself over and over again: the individual
Frenchman is a good-natured, polite and
highly intelligent person; the French official
institutions were soulless and rotten. A
century and a half of history which started
with the Revolution had made the French
individual a free citizen and a thinking,
cultured man. A century and a half had
made the French bourgeois State a corrupt
and exhausted institution. The State col-
lapsed, but the citizens go on. The institu-
tions changed for the worse, and they have
got to be renewed once more. The liberty-
loving men are there. France lives on.